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molecular defects responsible for the disease. 
Last month, we learned that a clinical trial at 
M.D. Anderson was part of the landmark study 
which discovered a new treatment for a rare 
form of leukemia. This new drug therapy actu-
ally works to reduce the replication of cancer 
cells so that patients can recover. I am proud 
that much of this initial work was done by 
M.D. Anderson clinicians and their staffs. 

Mr. Speaker, today I recognize with pro-
found gratitude all of the accomplishments 
made at The University of Texas M.D. Ander-
son Cancer Center. And, I warmly congratu-
late the dedicated faculty, staff, volunteers and 
supporters on the occasion of this remarkable 
institution’s 60th anniversary. 
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Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise for the 
second time in two years to pay tribute to Al-
fred Rascon, who was recently confirmed as 
the 10th director of the Selective Service Sys-
tem. 

Alfred is a remarkable man. Born in Mexico, 
he moved to Oxnard, California, in my district, 
with his family when he was a small child. His 
family raised him there and instilled in him the 
values of honor, integrity, a love of his adopt-
ed land and a reverence for life and his fellow 
human beings. 

At age 17, he left Oxnard and joined the 
Army. He trained to be a medic and a para-
trooper. On March 16, 1966, in the jungles of 
Vietnam, Alfred was severely and repeatedly 
wounded as he crawled from comrade to com-
rade to render aid, to protect his comrades 
and to retrieve weapons and ammunition 
needed in the firefight they were in. 

By the time Alfred was loaded into a heli-
copter, he was near death. A chaplain gave 
him last rites. He survived. Because of his ef-
forts, so did his sergeant and at least one 
other in his platoon. 

But the Medal of Honor Alfred was due was 
lost in red tape, until two years ago, when the 
record was corrected. 

He returned to civilian life, became a natu-
ralized citizen and rejoined the Army. After an-
other tour of duty in Vietnam and achieving 
the rank of lieutenant, Alfred again became a 
civilian. But he continued to serve his country, 
with posts in the Department of Justice, where 
he served with the Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service, the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration and INTERPOL. Prior to his appoint-
ment as director of the Selective Service Sys-
tem, he served for five years as its Inspector 
General. 

He is married to the former Carol Lee Rich-
ardson. They have two children. 

Mr. Speaker, Alfred Rascon is a humble 
man who achieved greatness by quietly and 
unselfishly doing what he believed was right. 
He is the right man to head up the Selective 
Service System. I know my colleagues will join 
me in congratulating Alfred on his selection 
and give him our full support in achieving the 
goals of his new position. 
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to recognize Dr. Alvin 
Jackson of Fremont, Ohio. The Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation has chosen Dr. Jackson 
as a 2001 Robert Wood Johnson Community 
Health Leader. 

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s 
mission is to enrich the health and healthcare 
of all Americans. Their efforts promote 
healthier lifestyles, improved health care, and 
better access to health care. The Foundation 
seeks to ensure that all Americans have ac-
cess to basic health care at reasonable cost 
and to improve care and support for people 
with chronic health conditions. The Foundation 
promotes health and prevent disease by re-
ducing the harm caused by substance 
abuse—tobacco, alcohol, and illicit drugs. 

Each year, the Community Health Leader-
ship Program honors ten outstanding individ-
uals who have found innovative ways to bring 
health care to communities whose needs have 
been ignored or unmet. As one of the ten re-
cipients of this recognition, Dr. Jackson and 
his program have been awarded a grant of 
$100,000. 

Dr. Jackson has been honored for his tire-
less efforts in providing health care to migrant 
workers in numerous Ohio counties. As Med-
ical Director of the Community Health Serv-
ices, Dr. Jackson travels by mobile clinic to 
reach the 8,500 migrant farm workers and 
their families. Dr. Jackson, the son of a mi-
grant worker himself, takes the clinic from 
camp to camp providing medical care to those 
who would otherwise go without. 

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Alvin Jackson is an exam-
ple for us all. He has recognized a problem in 
his community and has worked to solve it. I 
ask my colleagues in joining me in applauding 
Dr. Jackson for his efforts and selfless dedica-
tion to the care and well being of migrant 
workers and their families. 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and recognize a fine individual and ex-
ceptional teacher, Ms. Susan Culver of 
Olmsted Falls Middle School, for her out-
standing dedication to the education of young 
students. 

Ms. Culver has spent the past few months 
organizing and planning a project for her sev-
enth grade classes at Olmsted Falls Middle 
School. Because of her time and dedication to 
enriching her students, Ms. Culver has re-
ceived a grant that will enable her to analyze 
and research pollution in the Olmsted Falls 

community. Over the past few years, air and 
water pollution have become important issues 
in Olmsted Falls, and Ms. Culver has taken it 
upon herself to analyze this problem. With the 
help of 140 seventh-graders, Ms. Culver will 
test pH levels in local ponds, analyze animal 
specimens, research the food web, and so 
much more. This program will give students 
an opportunity to experience their community 
in a hands-on environment. 

This program materialized only through 
hours of hard-work, planning and researching. 
Because of her efforts, Ms. Culver’s program 
has been chosen to receive a G.I.F.T., Growth 
Initiatives for Teachers grant. With this grant, 
Ms. Culver is offering students a wonderful 
leaming experience that will broaden their 
educational horizons. Ms. Culver is also plan-
ning on taking courses at Cleveland State Uni-
versity about computers and will attend nu-
merous conferences of the Environmental 
Education Council of Ohio. 

Ms. Culver holds a bachelors degree in mid-
dle school math/science and is working toward 
a masters degree in instructional technology. 
In 1998, she began her teaching career as a 
tutor at Olmsted Falls Middle School and 
joined the full-time faculty in 1999. She teach-
es science in the classroom, but her influence 
extends much beyond simple biology and 
chemistry. Ms. Culver is giving students infor-
mation that is not only pertinent to where they 
live, but that will be relevant for their entire 
lifetime. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring a 
young teacher that is touching the lives of 
hundreds of students, Ms. Susan Culver. She 
has given her time and dedication to Olmsted 
Falls Middle School, and has earned the re-
spect of students, faculty, and the entire 
Olmsted Falls community. 
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Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, as our First Lady 
Laura Bush said in April of this year ‘‘Early 
reading isn’t just good medicine, it’s an impor-
tant part of a child’s daily activities. Children 
benefit greatly from reading activities starting 
at a very young age.’’ Mr. Speaker, our First 
Lady is absolutely right! 

Unfortunately, in the 2002 budget, President 
Bush cut all federal funding for a 35-year-old 
nationwide reading program. The program 
which is know as Reading is Fundamental 
(RIF) is supported through the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education’s Inexpensive Book Dis-
tribution Program (IBDP). RIF provides free, 
new books and family literacy services to 
18,000 school and community sites with the 
vital help of more than 310,000 local volun-
teers. 

RIF has a proven record and should not be 
destroyed or altered. For 35 years, it has 
given free paperback books to poor children in 
all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and 
U.S. offshore territories. If the federal govern-
ment gives states reading grants, as President 
Bush wants, there is no guarantee that this 
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